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DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON
& CATHOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE

Applying Catholic Social Teaching to emerging cultural issues.

SECTION I: MAN
What gives Man dignity?

CCC 1700: The dignity of the human person is rooted in his
creation in the image and likeness of God; it is fulfilled in his
vocation to divine beatitude. It is essential to a human being
freely to direct himself to this fulfillment.

What does this dignity mean/demand?

CCC 1929: Socidal justice can be obtained only in respecting
the transcendent dignity of man. The person represents the
ultimate end of society, which is ordered to him: What is at
stake is the dignity of the human person, whose defense and
promotion have been entrusted to us by the Creator, and to
whom the men and women at every moment of history are
strictly and responsibly in debt.

CCC 1934: Created in the image of the one God and
equally endowed with rational souls, all men have the same
nature and the same origin. Redeemed by the sacrifice of
Christ, all are called to participate in the same divine beati-
tude: all therefore enjoy an equal dignity.

CCC 1935: The equality of men rests essentially on their
dignity as persons and the rights that flow from it: Every form
of social or cultural discrimination in fundamental personal
rights on the grounds of sex, race, color, social conditions,
language, or religion must be curbed and eradicated as
incompatible with God's design.

From “Open Wide Our Hearts” (USCCB): Seeking to teach
about and witness to the intrinsic dignity of the human
person as an antidote to the grave sin of racism, the United
States Council of Catholic Bishops said:

Holy Scripture boldly proclaims, “See what love the Father
has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of
God. Yet so we are” (1 Jn 3:1). This love “comes from God
and unites us to God; through this unifying process it makes

us a ‘we’ which transcends our divisions and makes us one,
until in the end God is ‘all in all’(1 Cor 15:28).”

“But racism still profoundly affects our culture, and it has
no place in the Christian heart. This evil causes great harm
to its victims, and it corrupts the souls of those who harbor
racist or prejudicial thoughts. The persistence of the evil of
racism is why we are writing this letter...”

SECTION II: MARRIAGE

CCC 1603: “The intimate community of life and love which
constitutes the married state has been established by the
Creator and endowed by him with its own proper laws. . ..
God himself is the author of marriage.”
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CCC 2202: A man and a woman united in marriage, togeth-
er with their children, form a family. This institution is prior to
any recognition by public authority, which has an obligation
to recognize it. It should be considered the normal reference
point by which the different forms of family relationship are
to be evaluated.

CCC 2203: In creating man and woman, God instituted
the human family and endowed it with its fundamental
constitution. Its members are persons equal in dignity. For
the common good of its members and of society, the family
necessarily has manifold responsibilities, rights, and duties.

SECTION Ill: SEXUAL IDENTITY

CCC 2333: Everyone, man and woman, should acknowl-
edge and accept his sexual identity. Physical, moral, and
spiritual difference and complementarity are oriented to-
ward the goods of marriage and the flourishing of family life.

CCC 2393: By creating the human being man and woman,
God gives personal dignity equally to the one and the other.
Each of them, man and woman, should acknowledge and
accept his sexual identity.

CCC 2358: The number of men and women who have
deep-seated homosexual tendencies is not negligible. This
inclination, which is objectively disordered, constitutes for
most of them a trial. They must be accepted with respect,
compassion, and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimina-
tion in their regard should be avoided. These persons are
called to fulfill God’s will in their lives and, if they are Chris-
tians, to unite to the sacrifice of the Lord’s Cross the difficul-
ties they may encounter from their condition.

SECTION IV: BODY & SOUL

CCC 364: The human body shares in the dignity of “the
image of God": it is a human body precisely because it is an-
imated by a spiritual soul, and it is the whole human person
that is intended to become, in the body of Christ, a temple
of the Spirit: Man, though made of body and soul, is a unity.
Through his very bodily condition he sums up in himself the
elements of the material world. Through him they are thus
brought to their highest perfection and can raise their voice
in praise freely given to the Creator. For this reason man
may not despise his bodily life. Rather he is obliged to regard
his body as good and to hold it in honor since God has cre-
ated it and will raise it up on the last day.

CCC 366: The Church teaches that every spiritual soul is
created immediately by God - it is not “produced” by the
parents - and also that it is immortal: it does not perish when
it separates from the body at death, and it will be reunited
with the body at the final Resurrection.



